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Green entrepreneurs, despite their flourishment in
the last decade, are still a minority phenomenon.
Achieving economic sustainability is usually harder
and takes longer for them than for mainstream
businesses. Hence, promoting  successful
ecostart-ups and scaling up of existing
ecoenterprises requires specific support from
organizations which altogether form an ecosystem,
that is, a network of interacting organizations with
complementary and interdependent roles. Indeed,
countries with rich supporting ecosystems - such as
Anglosaxon ones - tend to showcase more green
entrepreneurs starting up, and higher success
rates. A healthy supporting ecosystem for green
entrepreneurs should fulfill the following 6 roles:
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greenentrepreneurship?

Green entrepreneurs propose business models which use the tools
and principles of business, to generate environmental and social value
and transform their industries through systemic change and scalable
models. They measure their success mostly in terms of environmental
iImpact while seeking economic sustainability. Green entrepreneurs are
iIncreasingly being recognized worldwide as valuable rolemodels to
follow, especially in the current context of coinciding environmental,
social and economic crisis.

The Mediterranean is not an exception,
as the regions rapidly expanding
environmental challenges directly threaten
its economic and social development and
stability. Green entrepreneurs can
reconcile business with sustainable
development while being a source of
innovation and competitiveness for
Mediterranean economies.

Education,
Learning and
Research
for or about Green

Entrepreneurs

Technical and
Managerial
Support,
Consulting and
Mentoring

Networks and
Contacts

green
entrepreneurs

Communication
and Diffusion

Funding and
Financing

Support for
(open) Innovation

l.i,l gg:gli::r'%% MINISTERIO %EAGRICULTURA kﬂﬁ
ALIMENTACIONY MEDIO AMBIENTE .
Generalitat de Catalunya

Departament de Territori
i Sostenibilitat




